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“For to serve Thee is a great and awesome
thing even to the heavenly powers.”

—Prayer of the Cherubimic Hymn
My Beloved children in Christ, the Altar Servers:

The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ and the love of God the
Father and the Communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

It gives me great joy to talk to you about a matter you love, |
love, and everyone loves, that is your Holy Ministry at the Altar. |
call it a “Holy Ministry” because it is not only about carrying the
candle or the cross or giving the censor on time. It is about your
salvation, my salvation, and everyone's salvation. It is about
your life with the Lord. It is about your love to the Lord. It is also
about your devotion to the Lord, Jesus. When we love
someone, we do our best to please that person. When we love
what we are doing, we do it to the best of our ability. Therefore,
we love the Lord, Jesus, and we love this kind of ministry. That
is why we serve to the best of our ability.



| appreciate all of your devotion, your zeal, and your sincerity. |,
also, appreciate the spiritual awareness you are showing. I
thank you very much for being good disciples of the Lord,
Jesus. My specials thanks go to your devout families who are
good role models to you.

Last, but not least, | urge all of you, at all parishes, to commit
yourselves to this Holy Ministry and come to the church on time
and serve prayerfully, for to serve Christ “is a great and
awesome thing even to the heavenly powers.”

The one who loves you in Christ,

S

Bishop JOSEPH - Auxiliary
Los Angeles Chancery



INTRODUCTION

Dear Altar Servers:

“For to serve Thee is a great and awesome
thing even to the heavenly powers.”

—~Prayer of the Cherubimic Hymn

The importance of this Holy Ministry is brilliantly illustrated with
these important words from the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom. We must minister with honor and dignity because this
little ministry is great in God’s eyes. This Blessed ministry can give
you wisdom and strength, and may give you the blessing to be
ordained in the future, as many of our clergy began their ministry
as Altar Servers.

Our service to the church is a very important one. In the Holy Altar,
the Altar Servers represent the Angels who are the heavenly
servants of God. Here are but a few examples of the importance of
Angles:

From the Apostle Matthew’s account of the Virgin birth of Christ:

‘But while he thought about these things, behold an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will
bring forth a Son, and you shall call his name JESUS,
for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew
1:20-21)



In Matthew’s account of the Resurrection of Christ, we read:

“And behold there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord descended from Heaven....Do not
be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as he said.”

(Matthew 28:2-6)
In the Book of Revelation, St. John writes:

“And | saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and to them were given seven trumpets. Then
another angel, having a golden censer, came and
stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints
upon the golden altar which was before the throne.”
(Revelation 8:2-3)

We can see that these accounts from the New Testament illustrate
the importance of the Holy Angels and consequently, the
significance of this Holy Ministry. By serving in the altar we are
serving God at “the golden altar which was before the throne.” We
are not serving for our own glory and self-interest, but for the glory
of God and His Holy Church.

This book has been assembled to assist you during the services.
We dignify the altar of God with our service. In addition to the
instructions within this book, there are a few more general points
that | will emphasize below to assist you with this task:

1. Behavior is the most important part of serving in God’s Holy
Altar. We dignify the altar of God with our behavior by being
reverent at all times. Talking should never occur in the Altar,



and movements should be kept to a minimum. Plan ahead
so that there is less confusion during the service.

2. After all of the Altar Servers have arrived at the church, they
should obtain their vestments and neatly fold them with the
cross on the top. They assemble in one single-file line to the
priest (or bishop, if present) to receive his blessing and shall
kiss his right hand.

3. Prior to the start of the service, the Altar Servers shall make
sure that all candles are lit in the altar and that a charcoal is
lit in the censor as well. It is the Altar Server’s responsibility
to ensure that the charcoal in the censor is hot before the
censor is needed by the priest or deacon.
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4. Two Altar Servers should be assigned to watch the doors of
the Iconostasis.

My many thanks go to all of the clergy and laity that assisted me in
the editing of this book. May God Grant You Many Years!

It is my hope that you will continue to allow Christ to work within
you for many years to come. May your service to the church,

especially through this Holy Ministry, always be for the Glory of
God.

-Michael Habib
Los Angeles, California
May 2003



POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR
ALL ALTAR SERVERS

These policies and requirements are established for all Altar Servers serving
the Altars of the Western Region of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese. We require that all Altar Servers strictly comply with these
policies and requirements and that the parents of the Altar Servers take the
time to read these policies and requirements and to assure that your sons
have a clear understanding and will comply with these policies and

requirements.

ITEM STANDARDS SET BY THE MINIMUM STANDARDS
ARCHDIOCESE AND THE ACCEPTABLE IN EACH
WESTERN REGION PARISH

Time of Altar Servers must be in the | Altar Servers must be in the

Arrival and Altar with their robes in hand | Altar with their robes in hand

Performance | for the blessings of the Priest | for the blessings of the Priest

no less than 20 minutes | no less than 15 minutes before
before the scheduled start of | the scheduled start of the
the Liturgy. Liturgy.

Condition of | Neatly combed hair and | Neatly combed hair and freshly

Hair and freshly shaven faces or neatly | shaven faces or neatly

Face groomed facial hair (older [ groomed facial hair (older

Servers) are required. No | Servers) are required. No
spiked hair while serving the | spiked hair while serving the
Altar. Altar.

Shirt Dress Shirt and Tie Clean, neatly pressed Shirt
with Collar. No T-shirts or Golf-
type Shirts allowed.

Pants Dress Slacks Clean, neatly pressed cotton
pants or slacks. No jeans or
jungle/military-type pants
allowed.

Shoes & | Polished dress shoes with | Polished dress shoes with

Socks laces tied and black socks. | laces tied and black socks. No

No tennis or athletic shoes
allowed.

tennis or athletic shoes

allowed.




